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SUB J : POSSIBLE INDIA-BANGLADESH OFFSHORE BOUNDARY DISPUTE 
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1. CARLSBERG PETROLEUM REP ALAN CHATFIELD CALLED ON EMBOFF JULY 
31 TO REPORT ON PROGRESS OF THEIR NEGOTIATIONS FOR ONSHORE OIL 
EXPLORATION RIGHTS IN BANGLADESH. CHATFIELD REPORTED THAT BOTH 
CARLSBERG AND ASHLAND WERE AWARE OF PROBABLE REPEAT PROBABLE OVER- 
LAP IN THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFSHORE EXPLORATION AREAS AS DELINEATED 

BY INDIA AND BANGLADESH. HE STATED THAT BOTH COMPANIES WERE HOPING 
THAT NO OIL WOULD BE FOUND IN THE AREAS OF POSSIBLE DISPUTE. HE 
IMPLIED THE COMPANIES HAD LITTLE CONFIDENCE IN THE ABILITY OF 
THE TWO COUNTRIES TO RESOLVE THE BOUNDARY QUESTION THEMSELVES, 
EXPECIALLY IF OIL IS DISCOVERED IN THE AREAS OF OVERLAP. 

2 . 

COMMENT: WE APPEAR TO BE ON BRINK OF STEPPING THROUGH LOOKING 
GLASS TO ALICE IN WONDERLAND SITUATION WHERE US OIL EXPLORATION 
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FIRMS, HAVING ARRANGED TO EXPLORE FOR OFFSHORE OIL, HOPE NOT TO 
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FIND IT. WHILE WE CONCUR WITH NEW DELHI'S RECOMMENDATION (PARA 4, 

REFTEL D) THAT WE NOT SHARE WITH BDG THE LATITUDE/LONGITUDE 
DESCRIPTIONS FROM THE GOI/CARLSBERG AGREEMENT, WE DO URGE NEW 
DELHI TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT DISCREETLY EARLY GOI/BDG BILATERAL 
NEGOTIATIONS (PARA 2, REF D) AND WE WOULD PROPOSE TO DO LIKEWISE 
WITH BDG AFTER BDG/ASHLAND CONTRACT IS ACTUALLY SIGNED. 

BOSTER 
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